
F I N A N C I A L  
S U C C E S S
On Your Terms

While everyone’s path is different, there are  8 Pillars 
of Financial Success that build a strong foundation. 
Review each pillar to ensure that you’ve left nothing 
to chance and are moving toward financial success.

    
Visit signaturewealth.com for more resources and information.

     135 South Dargan Street, Suite 200, Florence, SC 29506        843-519-1100

Signature Wealth Strategies is not a registered broker/dealer and is independent of Raymond James Financial Services, Inc. 
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STEP BY STEP GUIDE TO



#1

Lifestyle Planning
Most people aren’t concerned about money. 

They’re concerned about living the life (and doing the things)  
they want. All of your financial decisions are driven by what 
you want life to look like both now and in the future.

Ask yourself this:  Do I enjoy where I live and how I spend my 
time? If not, what do I wish my life looked like?

#2

Investment Strategy
We save and invest now to be able to pay for our future. The 
investment strategy for your money depends on what “job 
description” you have for it. Three broad job descriptions are 
growth, income and safety. If you’re young and investing for 
retirement, you may want to invest for growth, but if you’re 
saving for a new car next year, you’ll probably want safety.

Ask yourself this:  Do I have savings and investments? If so, 
do each of them have a job description – growth, income or 
safety – and do I know which is which?

#3

Debt Management

One of the biggest struggles for most people is debt. 

Owing others (whether it’s student loans or credit cards) can 
be a real burden and limit opportunities for young people. For 
folks who are nearing retirement, paying off their home is often 
one of their big goals. 

Ask yourself this:  Do I have existing debt? If so, do I have a 
goal and a plan for how I’ll pay it down or off?

#4

Insurance Needs

There are many kinds of insurance – homeowners, health, life, 
disability and long term care to name a few. Each type has a 
premium (what you pay to have it) and a benefit (what it’ll 
cover for you.) Other terms, like co-pay and deductible can add 
to the potential confusion.

Ask yourself this:  What types of insurance do I currently own? 
Would my family have enough money if something happened 
to me? Would I be covered if I’m not able to work anymore?
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#5

Tax Planning

For many people, the largest payment they make each year is 
taxes. Whether it’s through your paycheck, with quarterly 
payments or some other method, roughly 60% of Americans 
pay income taxes. Lowering your total tax bill can be a big 
concern. If it’s true that, “it’s not what you make, it’s what you 
keep,” then minimizing taxes is a great way to do it.

Ask yourself this:  Do I know how much I paid in total taxes 
last year? Do I actively plan to reduce my taxes or just use an 
accountant or tax service to “give me the news” each year?

#6

Retirement Planning

Someday, you won’t go to work anymore. No, really! For most 
people, pensions are no longer available to help pay for 
retirement income and social security isn’t enough to live the 
life you want. Understanding the options for company or 
individual retirement plans and how you can maximize your 
benefits is crucial to your success in retirement.

Ask yourself this:  Do I participate in a company retirement 
plan, like a 401(k)? Does my employer match my contributions? 
Have I received and reviewed my social security statements?

#7

Estate Planning 

An estate plan is an outline of what you want to happen to your 
“stuff” if something happens to you. (And it’s NOT just for the 
wealthy or elderly!) A will covers who gets what, who’s in 
charge and how your bills should be paid if you pass away. A 
durable power of attorney allows you to delegate decision 
making to another person and a health care power of attorney 
delegates health care decisions if you aren’t able to make them 
(in the case of a medical issue like a stroke or car accident.)

Ask yourself this:  Do I have a will, power of attorney and 
health care power of attorney? Have I established a trust for my 
children? 

#8

Wealth Sharing
Charitable and family gifting. There are many creative ways to 
make gifts to children, grandchildren (like college savings plan 
contributions) and charities - who often depend on legacy gifts 
like life insurance, death benefits or gifts from an estate. 
Gifting strategies can help minimize taxes and transfer wealth 
more efficiently.

Ask yourself this:  Do I have young family members that I’d 
like to help, now or later? Is there a charity or a cause I want to 
support? Am I giving my accountant documentation of my giving?
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So... Now What?

When planning for your financial future, you want to think about what your life looks like today versus what you want 
your life to look like in retirement, and then reverse engineer your way to a plan that brings the two together. The 
actions you make today are crucial to building and sustaining the life you want for your future self and your family.

 “Lifestyle and financial planning are simply negotiations between your 
      current self and your future self.” - Chip Munn,CEO Signature Wealth, Senior Wealth Advisor, RJFS 

If you don’t start that negotiating and planning process today — can you be certain that you’ll live life on your terms, 
and retire when, where and how you’d choose?

If you’ve reviewed the 8 Pillars of Financial Success and asked yourself the important questions, you’re ready to take 
control of your financial life. It’s an important journey, one that we at Signature are thrilled to see you make. But 
wait! One last tip... We know that those backed by a supportive team of financial professionals often see much 
greater success than those who go at it alone.

Our experienced team is here and we are excited to welcome you into our community. Reach out to us at 
SignatureWealth.com, start a conversation and get the support you need, no matter what stage of the 
journey you’re in. Ask questions. Share your thoughts. Build your financial team. We can’t wait to hear from you!

  Here’s to your financial success,

  The Signature Wealth Team

Any information provided is not a complete summary or statement of all available data necessary for making an investment decision and does not constitute 
a recommendation. Investments mentioned may not be suitable for all investors. Past performance may not be indicative of future results. Investing involves 
risk and you may incur a profit or loss regardless of strategy selected. You should discuss any tax or legal matters with the appropriate professional.
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